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Project: #507-PA-2000      Applicant: Lou Jekel   
Project: Bill Heard Chevrolet Dealership   Jekel & Howard, L.L.P. 
Location: 8705 E. McDowell Road    8283 N. Hayden Road 
  Scottsdale, AZ 85257     Suite 100 
         Scottsdale, AZ 85258-2455 
 
 

PROJECT NARRATIVE 
 
 This Development Review application is requested for the property located on the 

Southwest corner of Pima Road and McDowell Road.  The property owner, Twentieth Century 

Land Corporation, a subsidiary of Bill Heard Enterprises, Inc., intends to build a new Bill Heard 

Chevrolet dealership for the display and sale of new and used vehicles.  The property will consist 

of a new car sales showroom, a smaller used car sales building, new and used car outside display, 

and a parking garage on the South side of the property for inventory storage and employee 

parking.  The dealership will only be used for sales of new and used vehicles and will not have a 

service or auto body repair facility.  Mechanical repair service and auto body repair will remain 

on the Bill Heard property located on the northeast corner of Scottsdale Road and McDowell 

Road.  Communications on the dealership site will be handled with a personal pager system.  No 

public address system or other noise creating type of communication will be used. 

 The proposed site is vacant.  In the past, a portion of the site was used as a service facility 

for repair of large motor home vehicles and the AME Food Service wholesale food distribution 

warehouse. 

 The design for the new car sales building will consist of a two story showroom with a 

mezzanine like partial second story.  The used car sales building will be a smaller version but 

very similar to the new car building.  The parking garage will be set back 50 feet from the 

southern property line.  The south side walls of the garage will be constructed to blend in with 
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the neighborhood design and color pallet.  Applicant has reserved the northeast corner of the site 

for construction of a City of Scottsdale welcoming entry sign.  The sign monument will 

incorporate the recommendations of the City’s design staff and surrounding homeowners to 

create an attractive welcoming view for those entering the City. 

 Landscaping will consist of a combination of decomposed granite, sod, trees and plants.  

A landscaped berm will be constructed around the perimeter of the site with controlled access.  

All trees and plants to be used will be compatible with the area, require minimal water and will 

conform to all Scottsdale landscape policies.  Mature trees and landscaping will be planted on the 

south side of the parking garage.  All landscaping will be done in such a manner to compliment 

and enhance the appearance and quality of life of the neighborhood.   

 Access to the site will be through one main entrance along McDowell Road.  There will 

be no access to the Pima Road alignment.  An emergency access entrance will accommodate 

emergency vehicles needing access to the property.   

 Drainage will be handled both on site and through access to the existing outfall running 

parallel to the east boundary of the property and will fully comply with City of Scottsdale 

regulations. 

 The tight constraints of the site influenced the building design such that the best 

utilization of the property was to attach the sales/showroom and used car buildings to the storage 

garage.  This allowed for maximum landscape and open space while putting a large area of 

vehicle display to the front of the property.  The sales/showroom and used car buildings have 

large areas of glass to the front and therefore they have been oriented with the front having a 

North exposure.  The front display lots are depressed approximately 1' - 6" below the right-of-
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way elevation to reinforce a more natural topographic appearance from the street while 

maintaining security for the lots.  We have also provided a pedestrian walk connection between 

the sales/showroom and used car building with fixed seating next to landscape areas. 

 The Chevolet Owner’s program requirements dictate the organization and form of the 

sales/showroom and used car buildings.  Natural light into the floor space is important therefore 

we have put as much glass into the exterior walls as possible and put it toward the front of the 

buildings.  The rear portion of the buildings are for business operations and hence it is more solid 

consisting of stud walls.  We have provided solid walls at vehicle ramps in lieu of open metal 

railings to maintain the character of the Scottsdale area, which seems to be more solid massing of 

objects.  The building has a large area of fascia to capture the eye and contain signage for the 

dealership.  The fascia material is aluminum composite panels, which are very durable.  The 

solid portions of the sales/showroom and used car building are finished in synthetic stucco 

otherwise or more formally called exterior insulating finish system (E.I.F.S.).  This is chosen 

because it reduces the likelihood of cracking which typically occurs with traditional three-part 

stucco.  The storage garage will be a concrete structure with pre-cast concrete exterior wall 

panels. 

 The color palette was chosen to complement the colors of the southwest region without 

using the established “standard” southwestern colors.  The colors were also chosen to give the 

project a modicum of austerity and formality. 

 The new facility will allow Bill Heard Chevrolet to continue to grow and contribute even 
more to Scottsdale’s economic vitality. 






















